Whole School Newsletter
Friday 4th February 2022
Dear Parents/Carers,
Covid Update
Today, three more confirmed cases of Covid-19 have been reported to school: a child in Y1, a child in
Y5 and a child in Y6. We currently have a total of 15 cases in school affecting all year groups, apart
from Nursery. Please note that some of our confirmed cases relate to siblings and that Play Club and
Breakfast Club are affected. We wish all these members of our school community a speedy recovery.
Whilst we are reassured by the NHS that for most people Covid is a mild illness, for some, the impact
is greater. As such, we continue to take our responsibilities in this matter seriously and we appreciate
your support in this. It is by working in partnership to follow the guidance and take part in regular
lateral flow testing that we can help to break the chains of infection, keep the school community as
safe as possible, and keep the school open to as many children as possible. On this note, please can
parents in Y1, Y2, Y3, Y4, Y5 and Y6 arrange for their child to continue to take part in daily
lateral flow testing each day from today until the end of term - Thursday 10th February.
(School is closed on Friday 11th February for an INSET day.)
Some of the children and staff members who previously tested positive are now well, testing negative
(for two consecutive days from day 5 at the earliest) and back in school - we are pleased to see them.
However, in considering contingency measures, schools must take into account all cases confirmed
within a 14 day period. Public Health and RBG (Royal Borough of Greenwich) have advised Greenwich
schools that when the number of cases in a class reach a threshold set by them, the affected class
should move to remote learning for a short period. We are close to this threshold for our Year 5
class.
If we do meet the threshold set by PHE and RBG for Year 5 (or any other class), I will email parents
informing them that all children in that class should stay at home for a short period of time and
complete learning at home. This period is usually between 3 and 5 school days and aims to break the
chain of infection. I may need to write to you at short notice, so it is good to be prepared: please
ensure that your child is able to log onto Google Classroom and if you do not have access to a laptop or
similar device, please let the school know - we are likely to be able to loan a laptop to you.
Please continue to inform us straight away of a positive test result. You can do so via email over the
weekend sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk or by ringing 020 8858 3572 during school hours.
Breakfast Club and Play Club
Breakfast Club will reopen on Monday and all children who usually attend can do so. We will keep
classes separate from each other.
On Monday, Play Club will only be open to those parents who booked via the booking form sent home
last week and whose bookings have been confirmed. This is predominantly for children whose parents
are critical workers in Reception, Year 1, Year 3, Year 4 and Year 6. If we are able to open to more
children next week, we will let you know on Monday. Thank you for your understanding.

Change
Sharon has been involved with the school for 23 years: as a parent, the founder of FROMS, a
governor, a TA, a website creator and a School Admin Officer - a lot of years and a lot of roles!
Sharon has decided that it is now time for a rest and a change, and her official last day in school will
be next Thursday 10th February. I am sure you will join me in thanking Sharon for her many
contributions to the school over the years and the difference she has made to many families. We
wish her all the very best of luck for this next chapter of her life and know she will stay in touch. In
fact, you may spot her in school during the next half term(!) as she will be working on the launch of
our new website and handing over to a new staff member.
Kellie Pearce has been appointed as our new School Business Manager and will be joining us after half
term. She looks forward to becoming a part of our school community.
And finally…
Congratulations to Alice in Year 4 who found out
this week that she won a silver medal in the ‘Santa
Skills 2021’ national diving competition. Alice
demonstrated some impressive skills such as diving
from the 10m springboard backwards! Alice trains
at the London Dive Club - quite often next to the
Olympic champion Tom Daley. Well done, Alice your persistence and success are inspiring!
Have a lovely weekend.
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Headteacher

What have our Foundation Stage children been learning about in the curriculum area
Understanding the World this week?
Foundation Stage children learn to make sense of their physical world and their community through
opportunities to explore, observe and find out about different people and places. This week, they have had
great fun learning all about Chinese New Year and exploring the many ways in which this special festival is
celebrated. Nursery have shown fantastic focus and creativity while developing their fine motor skills painting Chinese characters, carefully cutting paper lanterns and even practising using chopsticks to pick up
noodles! Keen geographers in Reception were fascinated to learn more about the country China itself. Having
located where it is in the world using a map, they had lots of fun using Google Maps to virtually explore
different areas. Children then compared the buildings, parks and animals found in Beijing to those in London.

What have our KS1 and KS2 children been learning about in RE?
Year 1 and Year 2 have been very reflective while developing their knowledge of Christianity this half term.
Specifically, they have been learning about churches, the Christian place of worship. After comparing some
different churches and discussing what is similar and different about them, children explored the features of
a church and what each is used for. Much of their learning has focussed on one of our local
churches - St Alfege’s - which the children hope to visit later this term!

Year 3 and Year 4 have been developing their understanding of Sikhism by
focussing their learning on the Sikh place of worship - the gurdwara. They began by
looking carefully at gurdwaras in India and the UK. Having noticed the Nishan Sahib
- a flag that features the Sikh Khanda - flying outside each one, they then explored
what this symbol represents to Sikhs. As their learning journey continues, children
will find out about the Guru Granth Sahib, the holy scripture that Sikhs regard as a
living guru.

Year 5 and Year 6 have also been learning about Sikhism, with a particular focus on what it means to belong to
the Sikh community. They have drawn on and developed their previous learning by discovering more about the
tenth and final human guru, Guru Gobind Singh. Children explored how he became guru, his creation of the
Khalsa and the pivotal role he played in shaping the religion.

Next week, both classes are excited to be visited by Indi, our
Year 1 TA, who will answer their questions about life as a Sikh.
Children have shown great curiosity when planning the questions they
will ask her to further develop their understanding!

Payments
Please continue to log into your ParentPay accounts to pay any money
owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc. All fees should be paid in
advance and at a time when the school budget is getting ever tighter, it is
important that any monies owed are paid on time. Thank you.
The cost of school dinners for Spring Term 1 (up to 10/02/22) is £74.25 (adjusted to take account of INSET
day on 11th February). Thank you for the payments received this week for dinners. Please can all remaining
parents/carers make their payment as soon as possible. If you want to check your child’s dinner account
balance, please contact Sharon in the office.
If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2, there is no charge
for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days.
The remaining training day for 2021-2022 is: INSET 5 - Friday 11th February 2022
Key events:
Thursday 10th February - The Y2 trip to the BrightSparks concert has unfortunately been cancelled
Thursday 10th February - last day of Spring Term 1
Half Term Holidays: Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February inclusive
Monday 21st February - first day of Spring Term 2
Week beginning 14th March 2022 - Arts Festival commences
Friday 1st April - last day of Spring Term 2
Easter Holidays: Monday 4th April - Monday 18th April inclusive
Tuesday 19th April - first day of Summer Term 1
Monday 2nd May - May Day Bank Holiday
Thursday 5th May 2022 - We have been informed that school is being used as a polling station and will be
closed to all pupils except Y6 - more details to follow for Y6 parents/carers
Half Term Holidays: Monday 30th May - Friday 3rd June inclusive
Monday 6th June - first day of Summer Term 2
Friday 22nd July - last day of 2021-22 school year

Free meals for kids during school holidays
The council is ensuring that regular meals are provided for all children and young people within
the borough during school holidays. Food is served at multiple locations across the borough,
and there's no age limit for children, meaning that nutritious meals are readily available and
families continue to receive support outside of school term time.
Holiday Meals is commissioned by Royal Greenwich and delivered by Greenwich Co-operative
Development Agency (GCDA), supported by Greenwich Leisure Limited (GLL).
Meals will be available Monday to Friday during the February half-term.

Venue

Monday
14
February

Tues 15
February

Wed 16
February

Thurs 17
February

Fri 18
February

Woolwich Centre

12-1

12-1

12-1

12-1

12-1

Thamesmere Library

12-1

12-1

12-1

12-1

12-1

Plumstead Centre

12-1

12-1

12-1

Eltham Centre

12-1

12-1

12-1

Plumstead Adventure
Play Centre

1-2

1-2

Woolwich Adventure
Play Centre

1-2

1-2

Glyndon Adventure
Play Centre

1-2

1-2

Meridian Adventure
Play Centre

1-2

1-2

Coldharbour Adventure
Play Centre

1-2

1-2

Information for activities for the Half Term Holidays
Blackheath Conservatoire - February Half Term Holiday Programme (14th-19th February)

Please visit their website for more information: February
Half Term Holiday Courses
To enrol please call 020 8852 0234 or email
info@conservatoire.org.uk

