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of photos of children and staff in their impressive outfits throughout the day, including a picture of Phil 
as Gangsta Granny leading assembly!  Some of these photos made it onto Instagram - do have a look 
@meridianlearns - and many more are shown below.  Indeed, you can read all about Meridian’s World Book 
Day and aspects of our reading curriculum, which is taught through whole class English lessons, small group 
Guided Reading sessions and daily story times, on the following pages.  

As you know, this year’s Arts Festival is inspired by the original Jungle Books, and children are enjoying 
participating in visiting drama specialist, Sue Harding’s, workshops which are bringing this story to life.  In 
addition to the descriptive language and verses in the book, we are also drawing on the performance 
poetry of other writers in preparation for children writing their own poems.  Coincidentally, award winning 
poet, Lemn Sissay, was one of the speakers at the conference.  As well as talking about his adverse 
childhood experiences and the learning schools could take from these, he read one of his poems to a 
captive audience.  Entitled ‘Shipping Good’, the poem, which is all about Greenwich, begins:

The clock clicks in a child’s hand
As she skips to the tics and tocs

Under the park tunnels run from the dark
While sun circles the clocks…

 
If you are interested, you can read the rest of Lemn’s Greenwich poem by following this link: 
GREENWICH STATION DEVELOPMENT | Lemn Sissay Landmarks   Happy reading…

Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

Dear Parents/Carers,

Jane and I (along with John from Robert Owen) spent the end of 
last week at the annual Greenwich Head’s Conference.  This 
newsletter therefore comes to you a little later than usual - our 
apologies.  

Unlike some people, one of the highlights of Jane’s year is dressing 
up for World Book Day, and she was very disappointed to miss this 
opportunity.  As some compensation, we were fed a steady stream 

http://www.lemnsissaylandmarks.com/?p=439


In the week of World Book Day, what have our children been reading?

Nursery start every morning by reading 
and love sharing books with their 
parents/carers, teachers and friends.  
Children continue to read throughout 
the day, both in the classroom and 
outside in the Foundation Stage garden.  
The class especially enjoy listening to 
poems during carpet time, and their 
‘poem of the week’ this week is ‘Oh 
dear’ by Michael Rosen.  Children had 
great fun identifying the rhyming words 
in the poem and made up their own 
nonsense rhyming words to match!

It’s a teddy 
bear!
Sofia

The Tigger book in Waterstone’s is 
very funny!
Josephine

Spiderman books are my 
favourite because he shoots 
webs.
Ezra

I like Rainbow Fish because it’s shiny. 
Ziana



Reception just love 
reading!  They enjoy 
listening to lots of 
stories and using these 
to inspire their writing.  
The class are currently 
reading ‘Please, Mr 
Magic Fish!’ by Jessica 
Souhami.  They started 
by carefully looking at 
some of the 
illustrations and 
discussing what they 
could see.  Then, 
children enjoyed using 
drama to explore the 
characters and imagined 
what they would wish 
for if they caught a 
magic fish in their net!  
‘Please Mr Magic Fish, 
will you grant our 
dearest wish…?’

I like lots of funny stories.
Dylan 

My daddy reads to me at home. He reads 
counting stories.
Kieanna

I can read so much now! I 
know more sounds than 
before which help me 
read books.
Yianna 

I think they will 
wish for wedding 
clothes next.
Annabelle 

I would wish for 
lots of yummy 
food!
Noah 

When I think of the magic fish, I dream of wishes. I think about it all the 
time - when I’m at home and even when I’m eating!
Hayden 



Year 1 love bringing in their favourite books from home to share 
with the class during story time - it is lots of children’s favourite 
part of the day!  This week, they enjoyed reading the book ‘Eloise 
at the Plaza’ by Kay Thompson, which was brought in by Margot 
and which everyone found very funny!  Children are also really 
enjoying their whole class book ‘Zeraffa Giraffa’ by Dianne 
Hofmeyr.  It is about a giraffe that is captured by the hunters of 
the Great Pasha of Egypt on the plains of Africa and is taken all 
the way to Paris as a gift for the King of France. 

Eloise is cheeky and funny because 
she uses the lift to go up and down 
to all the different floors! 
Maya

Eloise is silly because she 
draws on the walls and 
messes up her bedroom! 
Aimee

My favourite part was when Atir, 
Zeraffa’s keeper, put an amulet 
around her neck. 
Eli

It made me feel happy when Zeraffa 
was given a rotunda to live in because 
she was safe.
Emi



 Reading is at the heart of everything Year 2 do!  As a whole 
class, they have been reading  'Zeraffa Giraffa' by Dianne 
Hofmeyr and taken inspiration from the detailed setting 
descriptions within the text to inspire their very own 
creative writing.  Children have also thoroughly enjoyed 
reading the novel 'The Lion, the Witch and the Wardrobe' 
by CS Lewis together - they have been on the edge of their 
seats at key moments in the story and have made thoughtful 
predictions about what will happen next.  During Guided 
Reading sessions, the class enjoy accessing a range of 
different fiction and non-fiction texts daily - factual books 
which deepen their knowledge of animals are a firm 
favourite!  

My favourite part of 
‘Zeraffa Giraffa’ has been 
the story ending when he 
visits the Palace of Saint 
Cloud and all the guests 
admire her! 
Lachlan

Reading ‘The Lion, the Witch 
and the Wardrobe’  with my 
friends has been lots of fun 
- I love that we get to 
experience a whole new 
world in the book! I even 
play games with my friends 
now all about Narnia!
Nicola

I enjoy reading 
about animals. One 
of my favourite 
books is ‘Night 
Animals’ which I 
read in class - it 
tells you about 
predators and prey 
which hunt or are 
hunted at night!
Sebastian

I love reading about History in class for our Friday 
morning parent reading sessions, especially books 
about Queen Elizabeth I and Henry VIII.
Erica



Year 3 love reading so much, it’s hard to narrow down 
their best-loved books!  Some of their current 
favourites include ‘Pugs of the Frozen North’ by 
Philip Reeve, ‘Dragon Poems’ by John Foster and 
‘Knights and Bikes’ by Gabrielle Kent.  The class are 
currently reading ‘Monster Slayer: A Beowulf Tale’ 
by Brian Patten and ‘How to Train Your Dragon’ by 
Cressida Cowell, two very different books that link to 
their Viking and Anglo-Saxon History topic.  Children 
also love sharing their book recommendations and 
have filled their class book corner with suggestions 
for others so that they will never struggle with what 
to read next!  

I am reading ‘Dogman’ and 
it’s so good because it’s 
funny, weird and it 
teaches you how to draw 
the characters at the 
end!
Felix

‘Knights and Bikes’ has been my 
favourite book we’ve read in 
Year 3 so far because the 
characters are so daring and I 
love the magic in the story. 
Harvey 

I am reading ‘The 
Naughtiest Girl in 
School’ and she is so 
clever when coming 
up with her plans of 
how to be the 
naughtiest!
Judy 

I am reading 
the ‘Tree 
House 
Stories’ 
which I love 
because the 
pictures are 
great and it’s 
very funny.
Taylor 

In Guided Reading, we read 
‘Superdad’s Day Off’ and I loved how 
Stanley and his dad worked together 
to complete their missions. 
Ceanna 

In ‘How to Train your Dragon’, I am really enjoying 
hearing about how Hiccup uses different methods of 
training dragons and doesn’t just yell at them!
Niall 



Year 4 are very passionate readers who enjoy immersing 
themselves in a wide range of books.  Some of their favourite 
authors of fiction include Jacqueline Wilson, Liz Pichon and 
Michael Morpurgo, and they also thoroughly enjoy non-fiction 
texts, especially those about animals, world geography and their 
favourite sport - football!  In their English lessons, the class 
are currently reading ‘Monster Slayer: A Beowulf Tale’ by 
Brian Patten, which links to their Viking and Anglo-Saxon 
History topic and has already inspired some fabulous creative 
writing.  In their class story time, they have been enjoying 
Marcus Rashford’s ‘The Breakfast Club Adventures: The 
Beast Beyond the Fence’, which shows how unlikely friendships 
can be formed as a diverse group of children team up to 
investigate a potential mythical creature…

I love the ‘Treehouse’ stories by Andy 
Griffiths. The books are hilarious and amazing! 
Reuben

I am excited to complete my March 23 
reading challenge! I have set myself the 
task to complete the ‘Cat Kid Comic 
Club’ series and then maybe finish 
reading another couple of books if I 
have the chance to as well!
Robbie 

I really enjoyed 
the book ‘The 
Worst Witch 
Strikes Again’. I 
really liked it 
because it is full 
of adventure 
and is also 
funny. It's 
great because 
there are not 
many funny 
books I like but 
this one is my 
favourite!
Sephy

‘The Last Bear’ by Hannah Gold is 
a wonderful story about a girl 
called April who meets a bear. She 
goes on a mission to save his life. 
You should give it a read! 
Juliet 



Avid readers in Year 5 are very much enjoying reading ‘The Devil and 
His Boy’ by Anthony Horowitz.  The book follows the thrilling 
adventures of a young boy called Tom Falconer as he meets several 
influential people from the Elizabethan era.  Children have loved 
learning more about life in Tudor London, where the streets reek of 
offal, where orphans are exploited servants, where highwaymen lurk 
with robbery and murder in mind around every bend, and where a 
young playwright by the name of Shakespeare starts his career.  On 
their trip to Shakespeare’s Globe last week, the class were thrilled to 
visit Paul’s Walk, a key location in the book.  In their Guided Reading 
lessons, children have been reading widely to develop their 
independent comprehension skills: summarising the main ideas drawn 
from more than one paragraph; discussing how language, structure and 
presentation can contribute to meaning; and making predictions based 
on what they have read so far.  It is always fascinating to see what 
they come up with!

I enjoy reading comic books and ‘Diary of a Wimpy 
Kid’ by Jeff Kinney because I like to have a good 
laugh. Our class story time book ‘Peanut Jones and 
the Twelve Portals’ by Rob Biddulph is quite similar 
to the books I enjoy reading because it is about 
the hilarious adventures of a boy.
Zayd

I love 
reading the 
‘Dork 
Diaries’ 
series by 
Rachel 
Russell 
because it’s 
funny and I 
get to 
experience 
what life 
could be like 
at secondary 
school. The 
author’s uses 
emotive 
language 
which can 
make me as a 
reader feel 
both nervous 
and excited!
Aliya

I like reading non-fiction books, in 
particular about birds, because 
they always have interesting 
facts. Did you know an albatross 
can glide for days on end?
Sam



Year 6 love books and learn so much from them too!  This term, children have been reading ‘The Devil and 
his Boy’ by Anthony Horowitz and William Shakespeare’s ‘Macbeth’.  There have been some wonderful 
predictions made about the events of ‘The Devil and his Boy’, lots of laughter and even some surprised faces 
at the twists along the way!  Children have been engrossed by the dramatic events of ‘Macbeth’ and have 
explored the differences in types of text by comparing the original play to various adaptations.  In their 
Guided Reading lessons, the class relish reading a range of different texts and, recently, they have enjoyed 
exploring different forms of poetry in preparation for writing their own poems during our annual Arts 
Festival!

I have enjoyed reading ‘I Was a Rat!’ 
by Philip Pullman. You can clearly see 
the personalities of the characters in 
the way their speech is written.
Ismail

It has been exciting to see where 
the plot of ‘The Devil and His Boy’ 
will go. At the start of the story, I 
had lots of ideas about what the 
title may be referring to and I was 
very surprised when it turned out to 
be the title of a play in the story 
itself!
Eden-Leigh

I’ve enjoyed both the original version of ‘Macbeth’ by 
Shakespeare and the prose adaptation by Leon 
Garfield. It depends what I’m in the mood for! It’s 
been good to read the adaptation and enjoy a sense 
of the world and story but I’ve also liked the 
challenge of deciphering the vocabulary in the 
original play.
Jack





Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:

● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the rest of the Spring Term.

Week beginning 
6th March

Monday 6th March Year 3 and Year 4 Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Wednesday 8th March School photographer in school 

Thursday 9th March Nursery and Reception Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Thursday 9th March All Cannings visit to Meridian - Year 5 invited to stay 
after school until 6:45pm to host, including dinner

Week beginning 
13th March 

For three weeks Our Arts Festival begins for children 

Monday 13th March Year 1 and Year 2 Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Monday 13th March Year 5 and Year 6 Arts Festival trip to London Zoo

Tuesday 14th March Year 3 and Year 4 RE trip to Alyth Reform Synagogue

Friday 17th March Comic Relief Red Nose Day

Week beginning 
20th March 

Tuesday 21st March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
4:30-5:30pm

Wednesday 22nd March Grammar workshop for KS1 & KS2 parents/carers: 
9:30-10:30am

Easter Holiday: Monday 3rd April to Friday 14th April

Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts 
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The charge for 
Spring Term 2 is £79.75.  Payment should be made via ParentPay (our preferred payment option) or with 
cash or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school in a sealed envelope with 
your child.  A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner accounts.  If you want 
to check your child’s dinner account balance, please phone or email the school office. 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding.  In these 
times of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts.  If dinner balances are not paid 
in full or a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then dinners may be withdrawn.  If you are having 
trouble making these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no 
charge for dinners.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates


https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge

https://www.justgiving.com/page/meridianread23challenge
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