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Friday 9th December 2022

Dear Parents/Carers,

“I can’t stop smiling!” declared one member of our KS2 school choir on 
Monday.  Having been invited to sing at a small carol concert at the Old 
Royal Naval College Chapel, the beauty of the setting was matched only by 
the children’s beautiful singing.  I was very proud of all our choir members, 
as were the parents/carers, ex-staff and governors who came to watch.  
Thank you to Nelly and Ellen for their commitment to leading our 
after-school choir - I’m reliably informed that this is one of the things they 
most look forward to each week.  For those of you who weren’t there, the 
choir will perform during the KS2 Christmas performances next week.

Escaping from my office this week, I thoroughly enjoyed a brief sojourn 
into children’s song prep for their Christmas shows.  How wonderful it will 
be to invite you all into school to watch these performances in-person next 
week - dates below.  The technical challenges of live streaming the carol 
concert last year are happily becoming a distant memory!

There were lots of crackers popping on Wednesday when Donna and her 
team treated us to a delicious Christmas dinner and, despite his very busy 
schedule, I’m delighted to say that Father Christmas came to visit us.  
After landing safely on the school roof, he dropped into each classroom and 
gave out gifts to every child.  I must say, the children had some very 
interesting questions to ask our bearded visitor.  Year 5, who had recently 
studied the Poles, were particularly interested to enquire about his living 
arrangements!  A big thank you to everyone who made these festive events 
possible.  The support of FROMS continues to make a big difference!

And finally… the tension in the air was palpable in Friday’s assembly when I 
announced the winning Enterprise Week class.  It wasn’t only the children on 
tenterhooks - the staff certainly found it hard to contain their excitement 
and understandably so: I can reveal that the children raised a staggering 
£1997.17 profit through their enterprise - twice as much as last year!  Year  
3 were our entrepreneurial winners, making a record-breaking profit of 
£403.00 with their very creative coasters!  These monies have contributed 
to a grand total of £3,104.02 raised by the Christmas Fair - incredible.  
(See the FROMS info below.)  Thank you to everyone for their generous 
donations, which were not just financial but, importantly, were also time, 
effort and support.  All funds raised will go towards curtains for the top hall 
and a new sound system which we will benefit from next year.  

Best wishes,  Jo                 
Jo Graham - Executive Headteacher

Profit made by each 
class in Enterprise Week

Nursery £165.00

Reception £203.50

Year 1 £353.17

Year 2 £123.86

Year 3 £403.00

Year 4 £240.15

Year 5 £244.36

Year 6 £264.13

Total £1997.17

I loved performing in 
front of everyone at 
the chapel - it was a 
little bit scary but a 
good feeling once we 
had done it!
Leo



Nursery

I liked the music at 
dinner.
Ewan

He brought us presents!
Joshua 

He said ‘Ho Ho Ho’ and 
‘Merry Christmas’!
Chris Stijn

I love practising the show and 
saying my lines. 
Asmi

I said ‘thank you’ 
to Santa when he 
gave me a present. 
Lily 

I like the Christmas 
biscuit. 
Tony

I pulled a cracker 
with Hadley! 
JessicaReception



Year 1

When we 
had our 
Christmas 
lunch, the 
tables 
looked so 
nice - they 
had 
reindeers on 
them! I got 
a yellow 
crown in my 
cracker!
Memphis

I love singing all of our Christmas 
songs. My favourite line is “You will get 
a sentimental feeling when you hear…” 
because it makes me feel happy.
Aimee

I liked the ice cream and 
cookies at Christmas lunch!
Zach

I liked it when Santa 
came because I love 
Santa so much!
Floris

Year 2

My favourite song is ‘Maybe it’s because 
I’m a Londoner’ - I love singing the lines 
and doing the actions!
Sean

Rehearsals this week have been 
exciting! I am looking forward 
to reading my lines to all the 
parents and children. 
Sebastian 

When you read out loud your lines, 
you must speak clearly and loudly.
Nicola



I’ve loved singing and 
learning the new 
Christmas songs for our 
play. My favourite is 
‘Merry Christmas 
Everyone’!
Eisa

My favourite part of this week was 
the Christmas dinner. It was really 
fun, especially when we got to pull the 
Christmas crackers and sing along to 
all the Christmas songs.
Vigo

Pulling the Christmas crackers 
with someone was great fun. You 
had two people finding out who 
would win the prize!
Partmeet

It has been great rehearsing the play 
this week - I really enjoy acting.
Evelina 

Singing all the songs and acting for 
our Christmas play has been the 
most fun this week!
Polina 

Year 4

I have really enjoyed rehearsing the 
Christmas performance and working 
on my acting skills ready for next 
week!
Phoebe 

I loved Christmas dinner - my favourite 
bit was the ice cream and biscuit!
Maya

I have loved rehearsing and 
I’m getting very excited for 
the performance!
Elsie S 

The frost 
and cold is 
making me 
feel extra 
Christmassy! 
I hope it 
snows!
Matthew 

It was so exciting seeing Father 
Christmas and opening our presents 
- we then wrote a letter to him!
David 

Year 3



Year 5

Our performance is going to make 
everyone laugh (especially the 
parents!). I’m really proud of the 
effort everyone has put into our 
rehearsals.
Constant

The end of our performance is really 
funny - just wait until you see 
Ebeneezer cry!
Ariel

I love 
singing 
the songs, 
especially 
‘Chasing 
Cars’ 
because 
it has a 
really 
good 
tune.
Amy

I really liked it when 
Santa came to our 
classroom. It was 
really fun and we got 
presents!
Artem

I’ve been working hard on my police officer 
walk for the Christmas performance so I can 
make people laugh!
Mustafa

 I really liked pulling 
the crackers and I had 
a funny joke inside.
Chude

The ‘Bad Guys’ song is 
my favourite from our 
play - I really like the 
melody!
Ethan

I love every single part of 
Donna’s Christmas lunch but 
if I had to choose a 
favourite part, it would the 
Yorkshire pudding!
Leia

Year 6



Nursery and Reception trip to 
the Albany Theatre to see 

‘The Tinfoil Astronaut’

The girl had a 
race to the 
moon! 
Kieanna 

I saw a 
rocket! The 
moon is really 
big. 
Otis



Diary Dates

2022-23 School Year 

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The school 
allocates five training days (INSETs) - pupils do not attend school on these days.  
The remaining INSET days for this school year are listed below:
● INSET 3 - Tuesday 3rd January 2023
● INSET 4 - Friday 10th February 2023
● INSET 5 - Monday 17th April 2023

Key dates for the school year can be found on our website: 2022-23 Term Dates.   Please find below a 
copy of the dates for the remainder of the Autumn Term and dates for DSP and Foundation Stage class 
assemblies in the new year.

Week beginning 
12th December

Wednesday 14th December  Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 Christmas 
Performance (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
1:45pm in the middle hall.

Thursday 15th December Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance (Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5, Year 6) 1:45pm in the top hall.

Friday 16th December Last day of term

Christmas Holidays: Monday 19th December 2022 - Monday 2nd January 2023

Week beginning
3rd January 
2023

Tuesday 3rd January INSET Day 3 (staff training) - school closed to children

Wednesday 4th January Children return to school

Week beginning
9th January

Friday 13th January Discovery Group class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
16th January

Friday 20th January Rocking Horse Room class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
23rd January

Monday 23rd January KS2 Choir Young Voices Concert at the O2

Friday 27th January Reception class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning
30th January

Friday 3rd February Nursery class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Please note that all after school clubs except Play Club are now finished.  
Information about which clubs will be running after Christmas will be sent out 
shortly, and you must sign up again if you would like your child to attend next term.  
Children who were unable to get their choice of club and were placed on the waiting 
list will be prioritised.

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/202122TermDates






Payments

Please continue to check your child’s Play Club and Breakfast Club accounts 
on ParentPay and make the required payment against any monies owing.

School Dinners Accounts
School Dinners for Nursery and Y3—Y6 children cost £2.75 per day or £13.75 per week.  The charge 
for Autumn Term 2 is £96.25.  Payment should be made via ParentPay (our preferred payment option) 
or with cash or cheque via the school office - please send any cash or cheques into school in a sealed 
envelope with your child.  A reminder that ParentPay does not currently show a balance on dinner 
accounts.  If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please phone or email the school 
office. 

If your dinner account is in arrears, you will receive a text confirming the amount outstanding.  In 
these times of increased pressure on school funds, the school cannot carry debts.  If dinner balances 
are not paid in full or a regular repayment plan is not put in place, then dinners may be withdrawn.  If 
you are having trouble making these payments, please talk to Jo, Jane or Kellie as soon as possible.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no 
charge for dinners.  

Thank you for your continued support. 

Play Club

While we are delighted that Play Club is so popular, we would like to advise parents/carers that we are 
nearing capacity for the number of children who can attend on certain days.  Therefore, we cannot 
guarantee last minute places and children with regular long-term bookings will be prioritised.  If you 
would like your child to attend Breakfast Club or Play Club, please call the school office or email 
Rhianna at sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk with the details. 

Please note that there is a 2 week notice period if you wish to cancel a regular booking.

                         A reminder that all children who attend Play Club need to bring a small, 
                         healthy snack into school.  The same school rules apply - children are not 
                         allowed to bring in fizzy drinks, glass or metal cans, sweets,
                         chewing gum, nuts or any product containing nuts.

Please see the Royal Greenwich SEND Local Offer 
Newsletter (attached separately) which gives details 
of activities in the borough for children with SEND 
and tips for managing the festive period.

mailto:sao@meridian.greenwich.sch.uk

