Whole School Newsletter
Friday 14th January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
We love a good story at Meridian! Whether it’s factual or
fictional, we believe that a good story is a great hook for
learning. When I say learning, I mean that which takes place
across the Meridian curriculum, but also the ‘hinterland’ - the
learning which we haven’t planned for but is worth spending
time on when it crops up. That’s why I told the children
about the Aurora Borealis in our virtual assembly on Monday.
Rarely seen in the UK, these beautiful lights were spotted
last week in Scotland and the north of England. They are
also known as the Northern Lights (which inspired one of my
all time favourite series of books by Philip Pullman) and I’ve
always wanted to see them. Sadly, I haven’t yet; Masaki (Y1 TA) has. Whilst there is now a scientific
explanation for this natural phenomenon, throughout history people from a variety of cultures have been
telling fantastical stories to explain their occurence.
Stories, I find, reflect and validate our own experiences and beliefs, but they also open up views into
other cultures, places, times, religions and perspectives so that we can see beyond our own world. I would
always advocate for the reading of books (as many and as often as possible) and would live in a library if I
could! However, what’s fascinating about stories is that they also live outside of books - they are retold
by word of mouth; through the discoveries of artefacts made by craftspeople who lived hundreds and
thousands of years ago, and through fossils and other remains dug up from the earth; through cave
paintings which have been there for thousands of years and through contemporary art… the list goes on.
Indeed, children were able to reflect on a wide range of stories they have learned at school in a variety
of ways. They were also able to relate to the fact that stories are part of our family history with
memories often held in special objects and photographs. As my daughter and I unwrap our family
Christmas decorations each year, memories unfold from the tissue paper (other members of my
household are less interested!). In turn, Meridian children were keen to share stories of items which are
special to them - a photo album of ancestors, a blanket knitted from baby clothes, a special necklace.
And so our Spring topic, ‘A Story Unfolds’ begins…
Much of children’s learning this term will focus on historical stories starting with the Cutty Sark in
Nursery and Reception, the life of a Meridian child throughout history in Years 1 and 2, the rise and fall
of the Roman Empire in Britain in Years 3 and 4 and the rise and fall of the Ancient Kingdom of Benin in
Years 5 and 6. We also hope to be able to run our annual Arts Festival later in the Spring term which
always uses a great story as a springboard. We are still deciding what this story will be. Our last
INSET day, related to the Festival, is planned for Friday 11th February 2022. Please look out for
the class newsletters and curriculum overviews, which will be emailed home early next week, for more
information about this term’s curriculum.
This seems an appropriate time to reinforce the fact we
continue to encourage children to take books home with
them from their classroom libraries (more commonly known
as book corners) and for parents/carers to read as often
as possible with and to their child. Thank you for
supporting us in this endeavour. Thank you also to FROMS
who, in addition to gifting Reception children with a book
bag when they start at Meridian, will also now do the same
for Nursery children. Although Covid made book bag
systems a little trickier at one stage, I think we are now
back on track with routines in this respect. If in doubt,
please check with your child’s class teacher. We have also

not forgotten our promise of a phonics workshop for parents and an invitation for parents/carers to come
into school for a reading session with your child - we will get back to you with dates for these events as
soon as we can.
If any parents/carers have some free time and would like to volunteer to come into school to share
stories with children and support 1:1 reading, please contact Abi or Jane S (English leaders). For those
interested, we would need parents to commit to a regular weekly session, complete a DBS check, take a
lateral flow test before coming into school and attend a short induction/training session with staff.
Covid Update
Since we returned to school, there have been changes to government regulations related to self-isolation
and confirmatory PCR tests. For ease, I have copied the latest information directly from the DfE:
From Monday 17 January, people who are self-isolating with COVID-19 will have the option to reduce
their isolation period after 5 full days if they test negative with a lateral flow device (LFD) test on both
day 5 and day 6 and they do not have a temperature. For example, if they test negative on the morning of
day 5 and the morning of day 6, they can return to their education or childcare setting immediately on
day 6.
● The first test must be taken no earlier than day 5 of the self-isolation period, and the second
must be taken the following day.
● All test results should be reported to NHS Test and Trace.
● If the result of either of their tests is positive, they should continue to self-isolate until they
get negative results from two LFD tests on consecutive days or until they have completed 10 full
days of self-isolation, whichever is earliest.
● Anyone who is unable to take LFD tests or anyone who continues to have a temperature will need
to complete the full 10 day period of self-isolation.
● Further information on self-isolation for those with COVID-19 is available by following this link.
Confirmatory PCR testing following a positive result on a lateral flow device (LFD) will be temporarily
suspended. This means that people who have tested and reported a positive LFD result will no longer be
advised to get a confirmatory PCR test. This change is informed by public health advice. With high
COVID-19 rates, the risk of a positive LFD result being false is very small. We therefore don’t need to
ask people to do a confirmatory PCR unless they: wish to claim the Test and Trace Support Payment; have
been advised to take a PCR test because they are in a clinically vulnerable group; have been advised to do
so as part of a research or surveillance programme; have received a positive day 2 LFD after arriving into
the UK.
If anyone has any of the main symptoms of COVID-19, they are strongly advised to take a PCR test, not
an LFD test. If someone with symptoms has already taken an LFD test for any reason and the result is
positive, they do not need to take a follow-up PCR test.
Our updated risk assessment can be found on the school website - see the ‘Covid-19 Update’ page and
click on the button ‘Covid Contingency Plan’: https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/Covid19Update
And finally… I’ll sign off by returning to reading! I have a book
recommendation: The Last Bear by Hannah Gold is an absolutely
beautiful book which at least one child and one adult in school is
currently reading. It is all about adventure, bravery and relationships
and has an important environmental message. Enjoy…
Best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Headteacher

What have our children been reading this week?
Nursery have kicked off their
traditional tales topic by reading
‘Jack and the Beanstalk’. They
loved joining in with the story by
repeating key phrases… and found
that Nadia made a particularly
expressive giant! Afterwards, children enjoyed
using wooden characters and scenery to retell
their own version of the story.

Reception love reading and always look
forward to their whole class storytimes.
A recent favourite has been ‘Once Upon
a Time’ by John Prater. They loved
exploring the illustrations to find the
many different characters from well-known traditional
tales.

As well as enjoying sharing stories, children are also
working really hard to develop their own reading skills. This
week, they have been learning some new digraphs to help
them decode lots of new words.

Year 1 love to read! Each week, they
enjoy taking turns as the book
monitor who chooses a selection of
books to be shared by the class - the
Green Garden is a particular
favourite place to read.

In their English lessons, children
have been thoroughly enjoying their
new class text: ‘Traction Man is
Here’ by Mini Grey. This week, they created story
boxes as Traction Man and the Scrubbing Brush
came to visit the class!

Year 2 have relished immersing
themselves in some brand new texts
for the new term! Like Year 1, they
have also been eagerly reading
‘Traction Man is Here’. Children
loved recalling his adventures and
identifying their favourite moments from the story.

During their afternoon story time, the class have been
enthralled by ‘The Queen’s Nose’ by Dick King Smith.

In their English lessons, Year 3 have
been engrossed in reading ‘Escape
From Pompeii’ by Christina Balit
which
links to
their new History topic
about the Romans and
has helped to inspire
their own brilliant
poetry compositions.
Children also shared the books
that they have been enjoying
reading at home and during
their independent reading time
in school.

Year 5 love reading! To start this
term, they voted on three different
options for their next class book, with
‘Pax’ by Sara Pennypacker being the
winner. During their Guided Reading
sessions, and independently at home,
children are enjoying reading a range of novels,
and, this term, they have launched a class reading
challenge: each child has set themselves a target
for how many books they want to read
throughout the school year!

Year 4 have also loved reading ‘Escape From Pompeii’ by
Christina Balit. This week, their focus has been on the
language the author uses to create atmosphere.

During their daily story time, children have
been captivated while listening to Jeff read
‘The Boy in the Tower’ by Polly Ho-Yen.
They also shared which other books they’ve
enjoyed recently.

Year 6 have been
reading a range of
different fiction books in
groups during their daily
Guided Reading sessions,
showing excellent focus.

As a class, they have just finished ‘Kensuke’s
Kingdom’ by Michael Morpurgo which they really
enjoyed - children were fascinated to discover
that the character, Michael, is the author
himself! Now, they are reading ‘There’s a Boy
in the Girls’ Bathroom’ by Louis Sachar which
has made everyone laugh several times so far. Although it
has a humorous element, the book has sparked discussions
about friendships and why people act in certain ways.

Primary School Applications
If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, they will start school in September
2022. You need to apply for a primary school place via the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The deadline for
applications is tomorrow, 15th

January 2022.

More details about applying for a primary school place can be found here:
Primary school admission guide | Apply for a primary school place

Payments
Please continue to log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money
owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc. All fees should be paid in
advance and at a time when the school budget is getting ever tighter, it is
important that any monies owed are paid on time. Thank you.
The cost of school dinners for Spring Term 1 (up to 10/02/22) is £74.25 (adjusted to take account of INSET
day on 11th February). Thank you for the payments received this week for dinners. Please can all remaining
parents/carers make their payment as soon as possible. If you want to check your child’s dinner account
balance, please contact Sharon in the office.
If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2, there is no charge
for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days:
Training days for 2021-2022 are:
INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021
INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021
INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021
INSET 4 - Tuesday 4th January 2022
INSET 5 - Friday 11th February 2022
Key events:
Arts Festival - week beginning 14th March 2022

