Whole School Newsletter
Friday 28th January 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
There is much to celebrate this week!
Firstly, following Jane’s detailed calculations, we are pleased to announce that an
amazing £1,000 was raised by the children during Enterprise Week. Each class
did a fantastic job of designing, making, advertising and selling their products
(indeed, a better job than may be the case for some of the grown-ups currently
starring in a well-known BBC reality show!). During Monday’s assembly, our
resourceful Year 3 class were delighted to discover they were the overall winners,
having made the greatest profit: a staggering £216.36! Many congratulations to
the children and staff who, in addition to a big dollop of creativity, certainly have a
good understanding of profit margins and how to source resources frugally! Monies
raised will go towards a new playground mural. A big thank you to FROMS and all
parents/carers for their support in this endeavour. Monday’s assembly has been
uploaded to Google Classroom so, if you are interested, you
can have a look at the amounts raised by each class.
Secondly, I have been reliably informed that Year 4 have
made a great start to their daily swimming lessons this
week. They are taking part in an intensive programme of
hourly lessons for a two week period. Staff at the
swimming pool have commented on the children’s excellent
behaviour around the leisure centre and been impressed by
their incredible persistence.
Thirdly, Reception children enjoyed learning
outside of school this week and visited the Old
Royal Naval College to take part in an interactive
workshop called Telling Tactile Tales. The
children were a credit to the school and learned
some historical stories to support their topic.
Thank you to those parents who helped out on the
day - your generosity of time helps to make these
enrichment opportunities possible.
And last, but certainly not least, two of our children have been celebrating personal achievements this
week. On the playground on Monday, Jonah in Y4 was beaming proudly when his mum told me that, out of
250 applicants who auditioned, he had been selected to be part of the Lion King ‘Cub Academy’. On
Thursday, we also discovered that Jemima in Y5 had been awarded a Bronze Award for swimming outside
of school. Many congratulations to both these children. We are delighted to hear about your aspirations
and success.
Best wishes, Jo - Jo Graham, Headteacher

What have our children been learning about in Maths this week?
Nursery have been using ‘Goldilocks and the
Three Bears’ as a stimulus for their Maths
learning this week. After focussing on the
vocabulary small, medium and big to describe the
size of different objects, they also explored the
number 3. Children discussed why they would
need 3 bowls to retell the story and wondered
how many bowls they would have if Goldilocks
came to tea as well!

Reception have been practising their addition skills and
challenging themselves to find different ways to total the
same number. They have used lots of different resources
to help them, such as magnets, cubes and their fingers.

Maths learning has also been incorporated
into storytimes, and children very much
enjoyed the book ‘One is a Snail, Ten is a
Crab’. It has really helped them to gain
confidence with their adding skills and has
even challenged them to count in tens!

Year 1 have been applying their understanding of
addition to add two numbers in different ways. Using
ten frames, counters and number lines, children were
able to explain their reasoning and discuss the most
efficient way to add tricky numbers together.

Maths lessons in the Rocking Horse Room this week
have revolved around money. Children began by
sorting coins in different ways and comparing their
values. Once they had done this, they used the coins
to help consolidate their counting in 1s and 10s, and to
help them learn how to count in 2s and 5s.

Year 2 are on their way to becoming masterful
mathematicians! Since the new term began, they have
started to learn how to use the column method for
subtraction, practised adding and subtracting
different amounts using coins and notes, and
particularly enjoyed using Rekenreks to support their
ongoing work with number bonds to 10 and 20.

Year 3 have been working systematically when
applying their understanding of multiplication to solve
correspondence problems this week. Children had to
use factors to help them solve a tricky challenge: ‘If
Ellen has 3 t-shirts and 4 pairs of trousers, how many
outfit combinations can she wear?’ As a class, they
worked out that Ellen could have 12 possible outfits
because 3 x 4 = 12!

This week, children have been
exploring multiplication by drawing
arrays and writing corresponding
number sentences.

Year 4 have been developing their division skills
this week, progressing towards learning different
methods for dividing 3-digit numbers by a 1-digit
number.

Children found using place value tokens on a place
value grid was useful to see the exchanges that
needed to be made when dividing, and they also
discovered that flexible partitioning could help
them too!

This week, Year 5 have started
their fraction journey by
investigating equivalent fractions.
To do this, they folded strips of
paper into various fractions
(halves, thirds, quarters) to see
the relationship between different
equivalent fractions.

Children then applied their
knowledge of multiplication
and division to help them
find different equivalents.

This week, Year 6 have been delving into the world of decimals! They have been recapping how to multiply and
divide with decimals and also multiply and divide decimals by 10, 100 and 1000. Towards the end of the week,
children learnt how to convert fractions with different denominators into decimals and vice versa, simplifying
the fraction when possible. They then applied this to solving some tricky problems!

Holocaust Memorial Day
KS2 children took part in an additional assembly this week to mark Holocaust Memorial
Day, the theme for which this year is One Day. Marking this and other significant
remembrance days in this way plays an important part in fostering one of our core school
values, equality, and supports our ethos of valuing individuality and celebrating
differences. Children learnt that Holocaust Memorial Day is One Day to remember the
six million Jewish people who died during the Holocaust and those that have suffered in
genocides that followed in Cambodia, Rwanda, Bosnia and
Darfur. They listened to the story ‘Benno and the Night of
Broken Glass’, a fictionalised account of a neighbourhood cat during One Day in
history: Kristallnacht, 9th November 1938.

After exploring the meanings of the words prejudice and discrimination, children reflected on their own
actions and considered how we all have a responsibility to challenge hateful ideas if we hear them. They also
shared their hopes for One Day in the future when the world will be free from prejudice and discrimination.

Payments
Please continue to log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money
owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc. All fees should be paid in
advance and at a time when the school budget is getting ever tighter, it is
important that any monies owed are paid on time. Thank you.
The cost of school dinners for Spring Term 1 (up to 10/02/22) is £74.25 (adjusted to take account of INSET
day on 11th February). Thank you for the payments received this week for dinners. Please can all remaining
parents/carers make their payment as soon as possible. If you want to check your child’s dinner account
balance, please contact Sharon in the office.
If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2, there is no charge
for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days:
The remaining training day for 2021-2022 is:
INSET 5 - Friday 11th February 2022
Key events:
Thursday 10th February - Y2 trip to the Royal Festival Hall for a BrightSparks concert

Half Term Holidays - Monday 14th February - Friday 18th February inclusive
Week beginning 14th March 2022 - Arts Festival
Thursday 5th May 2022 - We have been informed that school is being used as a polling station and will be
closed to all pupils except Y6 - more details to follow for Y6 parents/carers

Information for activities for the Half Term Holidays
Blackheath Conservatoire - February Half Term Holiday Programme (14th-19th February)

Please visit their website for more information: February
Half Term Holiday Courses
To enrol please call 020 8852 0234 or email
info@conservatoire.org.uk

