Whole School Newsletter
Friday 26th November 2021
Dear Parents/Carers,
As I walked through Greenwich Park this week, I was struck by the contrast
of the season - bright sunshine and a very cold wind; trees letting loose
beautiful yellow and copper leaves, edged by stalwart evergreens. I was
reminded that it is rarely either or, rather, both at once. There was
comfort in the avenue of the trees and the normality of autumn.
Within school, we are continuing to live with Covid and adapt and flex as
needed. This has resulted in a differentiated approach to our risk
assessment - normality and change. Alongside some other Greenwich
schools, Covid cases at Meridian have led to a strengthening of current
measures across the school. Following recommendations from Public Health
England, we have also implemented some additional measures in Year 1 and 2
for two weeks. These include the creation of a Y1/2 Play Club bubble,
increased testing for the staff and some small alterations to our lunchtime
routines. The aim, and most likely outcome, is that these measures will act
as a ‘circuit breaker’ and reduce cases. For other year groups, other than a
temporary return to virtual assemblies, life has carried on much as normal.
With the support and understanding of parents, Y1/2 children appear to
have taken the changes in their stride.
Public Health England have been very complimentary about the approach the
school has been taking to help keep the school community as safe as
possible. Throughout the pandemic, I have been heartened by the strong
partnership between home and school which has made this approach
possible. Thank you for keeping children at home, even where Covid
symptoms are mild, and arranging for a PCR test. Where confirmed cases
have arisen, thank you also for following the guidance on testing given by the
school. This has helped to identify both symptomatic and asymptomatic cases and help break the chains
of transmission. Please could I remind parents to wait on a white dot on the playground at the start and
end of the school day. If it is not possible to talk to a member of
staff from a distance, someone will give you a ring. I am optimistic
that with the ongoing support of parents, we can continue to
sustain as much normality as possible for children during these
changeable times.
On Wednesday, Y4 children took part in a Protein Dance workshop
based on the book ‘The Little Prince’ at the new cultural Greenwich
hub - Woolwich Works - and thoroughly enjoyed themselves.
Happily, the Museum of London will come to Y1/2 in a virtual session
on Monday, and I am confident that there will be future
opportunities for these children to take their learning outside the
school gates.

Christmas approaches. Next week will be our annual Enterprise Week. Children from across the school
will be developing their entrepreneurial, mathematical, design and technology and literacy skills designing, producing and marketing their own products for sale to the school community and competing
to make the greatest profit! We would also like to invite all children who currently have a packed lunch
to join us for Christmas Dinner on Wednesday 8th December for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 and Thursday 9th
December for Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2. See more details below. Additionally, FROMS have
organised a virtual pantomime experience for all children on 8th and 9th December - thank you!
Cosseted safely on the school roof this week, we hosted the launch of the GCSP (Greenwich Community
Schools Partnership) PTI Primary Hub. Teachers and leaders from a range of Greenwich schools came
together with the Prince’s Trust Institute to deepen their subject knowledge and build collaborative
networks. Much learning took place and it was great to meet in person. There was a lovely moment
when all the teachers stopped their discussions and looked out of the window because a giant rainbow
had appeared in the sky.
Two other rainbows from this week: the school community raised £560.32 for Children in Need and,
after giving up her playtimes to practise, Allison in Y3 passed her grade 1 piano exam. Congratulations!

My very best wishes,
Jo
Jo Graham, Headteacher

This week marks an end to our whole school History topic ‘Time Detectives’. Here’s what the children
have particularly enjoyed learning about in their classes this term...
Nursery and Reception began their topic by reflecting on the passing of time
in their own lives, creating their own personal timelines that showed the
things they have learned and how they have changed since they were babies.
They then travelled back 65 million years to explore the prehistoric world of
dinosaurs - developing new vocabulary to use in their writing, describing
dinosaur features in order to sort and classify them, and thinking about how
bones and fossils have helped us learn about these amazing creatures. The
highlight for Reception was seeing the moving models and fossils at the
Natural History Museum!

Year 1 and Year 2 have had a wonderful time
becoming time detectives to explore the Stone Age
and the Great Fire of London. In learning about what
life was like in the Stone Age, they have uncovered
facts about our Stone Age ancestors’ hunting habits,
the houses they lived in and the different animals
that existed during this time period.

When learning about the Great Fire of London, children
put key events into a timeline, thinking carefully about
which artefacts would help them best learn about this
event. They found the diary of Samuel Pepys was
particularly useful!

Over the course of the term,
Year 3 and Year 4 have become
time detectives to explore the
question ‘What made the Ancient
Egyptians a civilisation?’.
Beginning with an understanding
of how their geographical location allowed the Ancient Egyptians to develop and
thrive, children have gone on to explore the many achievements of one of the
world’s earliest civilisations. They have shown great curiosity in learning about
the Ancient Egyptians’ architecture, art, writing system and society, all the
while reflecting on how historians have pieced this historical picture together.

Throughout the term, Year 5 and Year 6 have been exploring the
question ‘How did the Ancient Greeks influence our lives today?’.
They started by finding out who the Ancient Greeks were, where
they were located in the world and what daily life was like in
Ancient Greece. Children then considered which historical sources
were most useful and reliable for investigating this period of
history. To bring their learning to life, children particularly enjoyed
exploring democracy through debating their own rules and laws, and
holding their own Olympic Games followed by a feast!

Christmas Dinner
To mark the festive season, we would like to invite all children who currently have a packed lunch to join us for
Christmas Dinner. This will take place on Wednesday 8th December for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 and Thursday 9th
December for Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2.
The menu will include:
- Roast turkey or roasted vegetable & cranberry slice (vegetarian)
- Carrots, broccoli and roast parsnips
- Crispy roast potatoes
- Yorkshire pudding
- Stuffing
- Cocktail sausages (chicken and vegetarian options)
- Lashings of home-made gravy (meat and vegetarian options)
- Christmas chocolate brownie log
- Sticky toffee pudding served with custard
If your child normally brings a packed lunch from home and would like to join their classmates for a cooked
Christmas dinner on their allocated day, you should have received an email with a link to the booking form to
complete by 9am on Tuesday 30th November 2021. If your child normally has a cooked dinner, you do not
need to do anything.
A reminder that if your child is in Reception, Y1 and Y2, or they are entitled to Free School Meals, payment is
not required but you still need to sign them up for a meal as Donna needs to know final numbers for ordering
purposes.
For all other children, the cost is £2.75 which can be paid via ParentPay or cash can be sent to school in a
named envelope.

Primary School Applications
If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, they will start school in September
2022. You need to apply for a primary school place via the Royal Borough of Greenwich. The deadline for
applications is 15th January 2022.
As part of the application process for the Reception Class intake for September 2022, we are hosting a
number of tours for prospective parents. This is a chance to see the school in action, meet our Headteacher,
Jo, and ask any questions you might have about the admissions process.
The remaining tours start at 9.30am and will take place on the following dates:
Tuesday 30th November - full
Wednesday 1st December - 1 place left
Wednesday 8th December

Thursday 6th January 2022
Tuesday 11th January 2022

Please note that numbers will be limited on each tour. Please contact the office if you would like to book a
place on one of these tours.
More details about applying for a primary school place can be found here:
Primary school admission guide | Apply for a primary school place

Help with applications
If parents and carers require any help or advice in relation to their applications, please talk to Jo.
Alternatively, you can attend an online session with the Royal Borough of Greenwich:
●

RBG Primary Admissions online session: Monday 10 January - Friday 14 January 2021 10am - 12pm

To book a 30 minute online slot, please contact the Families Information Service helpline on 020 8921 6921 or
email fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk. You will be sent joining details once booked on. (If you are unable to attend,
it is really important to cancel your booking as this will enable them to offer it to another family.)
For further details, contact the Families Information Service.

Payments
Please continue to log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money
owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc. Thank you.
The cost of school dinners for Autumn Term 2 (up to 16/12/21) is £93.50. Thank you for the payments
received this week for dinners. Please can all remaining parents/carers make their payment as soon as
possible. If you want to check your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Sharon or Gemma in the
office.
If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead. If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.
Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge
for dinners.
Thank you for your continued support.

Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year
Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.
The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days:
Training days for 2021-2022 are:
INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021
INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021
INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021
INSET 4 - Tuesday 4th January 2022
INSET 5 - to be confirmed
Key events:
Friday 3rd December - Y4 visit to Woolwich Works to watch a performance
Wednesday 8th December - Christmas Dinner for Y3, Y4, Y5 & Y6 followed by digital Christmas pantomime
and popcorn event - see FROMS flyer below for more info!
Thursday 9th December - Christmas Dinner for Nursery, Reception, Y1 & Y2 followed by digital Christmas
pantomime and popcorn event - see FROMS flyer below for more info!

Thursday 16th December - last day of Autumn Term 2
Friday 17th December - Monday 3rd January 2022- Christmas Holidays
Tuesday 4th January 2022 - INSET Day 4
Wednesday 5th January - first day of Spring Term 1

