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Thursday 16th December 2021

Dear Parents/Carers,

I’ve told the story before about being frozen on a high wire at a Y2/Y6 camping trip in Downe many

years ago - the only thing which got me moving was a child quoting my own assembly back at me: ‘If

you think you can or think you can’t, you’re right!’ (a quote from David Ford).  With that in mind, I was

of the firm belief that we could live stream our singing assemblies this week.  I admit that my

confidence faltered slightly on Wednesday morning when we encountered quite a large technical

hitch.  Luckily, our Learning Muscles of persistence and resourcefulness are well embedded at

Meridian: whilst it’s a long story, in summary, a special thank you needs to go to Meridian parent,

Charlie, who saved the day with his technical know-how whilst simultaneously playing the piano(!), to

Darryl who made a last minute dash to Curry’s, and to other staff members who pulled together in

various ways!

We do hope that if you managed to tune in, you enjoyed listening to the children singing.  It was a

lovely event and so wonderful to have the children performing together in this way again.  We also

hope that over the holiday period you will enjoy watching all the children’s plays which our

resourceful and persistent teachers have recorded, edited and uploaded to Google Classroom for

your enjoyment!  All the songs are included in the plays, so if you didn’t manage to join us on

Wednesday and/or didn’t get a great picture on the day, you can enjoy these recordings.  The

children are so proud of their achievements and rightly so.

We took advantage of our new camera this morning to run an

interesting hybrid assembly with some classes spaced out in the top

hall, whilst others watched live in their classrooms.  The children who

were in the Silver Book this week sat proudly on the stage and those

who won the competitions organised by FROMS (see below) came out

to receive their prizes.  What struck me was how pleased the

children were for their classmates: there were many smiles, lots of

clapping and a few pats on the back.  It was very touching.  We also

took the opportunity to say a special goodbye to Dee and KS2 sang

him a rendition of Winter Wonderland.  Whilst Lesley couldn’t be

with us today, we hope to say goodbye to her in the new year.

I look forward to seeing you all on Wednesday 5th January 2022.

If I hear any news relevant to primary schools before then, I will of

course let you know via email.  Whatever the new year brings, I am

confident that our resilient community will continue to work together

in the best interests of our children.

Merry Christmas!  My very best wishes,

Jo

Jo Graham - headteacher



FROMS colouring and creative writing competitions

Well done to everyone who entered the FROMS colouring and creative competitions inspired by the Aladdin

pantomime that we enjoyed last week.  Here is a full list of the winners and runners-up for each class who each

won a certificate and medal.  A special congratulations to the children whose entries were judged to be the

overall winners for their key stage:

● Novalee and Raegan, FS/KS1 and KS2 colouring winners, who have

each won a colouring book and pens

● Penelope and Chude, FS/KS1 and KS2 creative writing winners, who

have each won a £10 Waterstone’s voucher

Colouring competition

winners and runners-up

Creative writing competition

winners and runners-up

Year group Winner Runner-up Year group Winner Runner-up

Nursery Lily Truman Nursery Iris Iker

Reception Novalee Margot C Reception Penelope Cerayah

Year 1 Tadhg Ishan Year 1 Blaise Anthea

Year 2 Phoebe Leonardo Year 2 Felix Neitas

Year 3 Reuben Polina Year 3 Paris Ben

Year 4 Sinead Sam Year 4 Arjun Aliya

Year 5 Raegan Walid Year 5 Chude Leia

Year 6 Nejah Sahara Year 6 Vivienne Chloë



Primary School Applications

If your child was born between 1st September 2017 and 31st August 2018, they will start school in September

2022.  You need to apply for a primary school place via the Royal Borough of Greenwich.  The deadline for

applications is 15th January 2022.

More details about applying for a primary school place can be found here:

Primary school admission guide | Apply for a primary school place

Help with applications

If parents and carers require any help or advice in relation to their applications, please talk to Jo.

Alternatively, you can attend an online session with the Royal Borough of Greenwich:

● RBG Primary Admissions online session: Monday 10 January - Friday 14 January 2021 10am - 12pm

To book a 30 minute online slot, please contact the Families Information Service helpline on 020 8921 6921 or

email fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk.  You will be sent joining details once booked on.  (If you are unable to attend,

it is really important to cancel your booking as this will enable them to offer it to another family.)

For further details, contact the Families Information Service.

Payments

Please continue to log into your Parent Pay accounts to pay any money

owing on dinners, Play Club & Breakfast Club etc.  Thank you.

Thank you for the payments received this week for dinners.  Please can all remaining parents/carers make their

payment as soon as possible based on the amounts sent via text message.

The cost of school dinners for Spring Term 1 (from 05/01/22 to 11/02/21) is £77.00.   If you want to check

your child’s dinner account balance, please contact Sharon in the office.

If regular dinner payments are not made, you run the risk of school lunches being withdrawn and you will
need to supply a packed lunch from home instead.  If you are having trouble making these payments,
please talk to Jo, Jane or Sharon.

Please note that if your child is entitled to Free School Meals or is in Reception, Y1 or Y2 there is no charge
for dinners.

Thank you for your continued support.

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200286/apply_for_a_school_place/458/apply_for_a_primary_school_place
mailto:fis@royalgreenwich.gov.uk
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200234/children_young_people_and_families/1980/families_information_service


Diary Dates 2021-22 School Year

Term dates are set for our school by the Royal Borough of Greenwich.

The school allocates five training days (INSETs) and children do not attend school on these days:

Training days for 2021-2022 are:

INSET 1 - Wednesday 1st September 2021

INSET 2 - Thursday 2nd September 2021

INSET 3 - Friday 3rd September 2021

INSET 4 - Tuesday 4th January 2022

INSET 5 - to be confirmed

Thursday 16th December - last day of Autumn Term 2

Friday 17th December - Monday 3rd January 2022 - Christmas Holidays

Tuesday 4th January 2022 - INSET Day 4

Wednesday 5th January - first day of Spring Term 1

Thursday 5th May - school closed due to local elections

https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/info/200285/about_our_schools/448/school_term_dates/3


Free meals for children during school holidays

The council is ensuring that regular meals are provided for all children and young people

within the borough during school holidays.

Food is served at multiple locations across the borough, and there's no age limit for

children, meaning that nutritious meals are readily available and families continue to

receive support outside of school term time.

Holiday Meals is commissioned by Royal Greenwich and delivered by Greenwich

Co-operative Development Agency (GCDA), supported by Greenwich Leisure Limited (GLL).

Meals will be available Monday to Friday during the Winter holidays.

Venue Monday

20 Dec

Tues 21

Dec

Wed 22

Dec

Thurs 23

Dec

Fri 24

Dec

Wed 29

Dec

Thurs 30

Dec

Fri 31

Dec

Woolwich

Centre

12-1 12-1 12-1 12-1 11.30 –

12.30

12-1 12-1 12-1

Thamesmere

Library

12-1 12-1 12-1 12-1 11.30 –

12.30

12-1 12-1 12-1

Plumstead

Centre

12-1 12-1 12-1 12-1 11.30 –

12.30

12-1 12-1 12-1

Eltham

Centre

12-1 12-1 12-1 12-1 11.30 –

12.30

12-1 12-1 12-1

Holiday Food and Fun is also back. Using money from the Department of Education, there are free,

funded holiday club spaces available for eligible children and young people.  If your child is aged

between 4 and 16, and receives or is eligible for free school meals, they'll be able to claim a spot at

one of RBG’s  participating clubs.

Clubs are safe, secure and run in accordance with COVID-19 guidelines.

Please click on the link for more information Holiday Food and Fun 2021 | Royal Borough of

Greenwich

https://gcda.coop/
https://gcda.coop/
https://www.gll.org/b2b
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/holidayfoodandfun?page=1
https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/holidayfoodandfun?page=1

