
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 23rd October 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

In our final week of Black History Month, the children learnt about the achievements of two impressive 
Black scientists, past and present.  Firstly, they were introduced to Dr James Africanus Beale Horton 
(1835–1883).  He was a doctor and scientist who was born in Sierra Leone and trained in London, becoming 
one of the very first Black doctors in the British army.  He wrote books about medicine and campaigned 
against racism.  In fact, he was such an important scientist that astronomers named a giant crater on the 
planet Mercury after him!  Secondly, the children learnt about Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, a British space 
engineer of Nigerian heritage.  Maggie is the first Black woman to win a Gold Medal from the Institute of 
Physics and she served as the president of the British Science Association from 2021 to 2022.  Learning 
about the lives of both these scientists inspired lots of reflections and aspirations from children across 
the school.  Do have a look below - I’m sure you will be very impressed.

After teaching for over 30 years, I am not often surprised by things which pop up in school life.  However, 
I was stopped in my tracks when Siobhan mentioned to me that some space rocks from NASA would be 
spending some time in the school!  I had a lot of questions.  I’m sure the children will do so too.  They can 
look forward to seeing and learning all about them after half term when Giles will lead a Science assembly.  
With many thanks to parent, Vicky, Astronomy Night takes place after school on 9th November - all 
children with accompanying adults are welcome.  However, parents/carers do need to book places and there 
are limited tickets.  More information can be found below.  

And finally… it was lovely to see so many parents/carers at Parents’ Evenings this week.  I especially 
enjoyed seeing the children showing their work proudly.  If you have not yet had a chance to meet your 
child’s teacher, please get in touch to arrange a mutually convenient time.

Thank you for your kind words related to our PTI award and for your ongoing support this term.  School will 
be closed next week for half term.  Whatever you are doing and wherever you are, we hope you have a 
lovely time.  We look forward to seeing all our families when we re-open on Monday 2nd November.

Best wishes,
Jo

Jo Graham, Executive Headteacher

There is something about 
the way that Dr. James 
Africanus Beale Horton is 
standing in his portrait 
that makes me think he 
must have been very proud 
to be a doctor in the 
British Army!
Fola

I think Dr Maggie 
is inspirational. She 
used the Learning 
Muscle of being 
persistent, because 
she didn’t give up 
even when she was 
told she couldn’t be 
a scientist. She 
kept going until her 
dream came true.
Eve

Children dedicating a crater on Mars to who 
they admire!

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Science_Association


What have our children been learning about in the third week 
of Black History Month? 

Inspired by the achievements of Black Britons past and present, Nursery and Reception children have 
enjoyed continuing to explore the world of orchestras this week!  They watched an orchestra play the music 
of Samuel Coleridge-Taylor and saw how different musicians play different instruments whilst the 
conductor leads everyone.  The children then created their own orchestras!  They enjoyed playing percussion 
instruments and even had a go at conducting each other.  Nursery children were very successful in stopping 
their class orchestra with a stop gesture and Reception used graphic scores to create their own musical 
masterpieces!

After talking about why Samuel and Chi-chi Nwanoku were so important, the children were inspired 
to think about what they would like to do in the future.  Nursery children thought about what they wanted to 
be when they grow up.  Reception read ‘Look Up!’ by Black British author, Nathan Bryon and illustrator Dapo 
Adeola - a story about a little girl who aspires to become an astronaut - and talked about their own 
aspirations.  They thought about getting better at things they already know how to do and dreamt about the 
jobs they might have when they grow up.  Maybe they will be the first to achieve something amazing just like 
Samuel and Chi-chi! 

I am learning the guitar. I can play 
beautiful music, I would like to play 
more. 
Sasha

I would like to be a painter. 
Lila

I am going to be a construction worker. 
Alex B

I want to be a doctor so I can 
help people feel better. 
Oscar

I want to be a fireman. 
Etnik

I can be a conductor. 
Gaya

I will be a policeman. 
Haziq

I think flying a plane would be really fun. 
Judy 

I can be a doctor in a 
hospital.
Maryam 

I want to play the drums. 
Cina

They are musicians, I 
am a musician.
Mimi



Years 1 and 2 have really enjoyed learning about Black scientists and their contributions to STEM as part 
of Black History Month!  They were particularly fascinated by Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, especially as they 
share her passion for space. The children were amazed to discover that she is dyslexic and that some people 
doubted she would ever become a scientist. This led to a wonderful discussion about our Meridian Learning 
Muscle of persistence and the importance of never giving up, even when things feel tricky. To celebrate this, 
the children created their own stars, each featuring messages to remind them to keep going and believe in 
themselves. They also included questions about space that they would love to find the answers to!  

Persistence means you never 
give up.
Sydney

Dr James was a great doctor and 
even wrote books about medicine 
and how to help sick people get 
better. 
Avery

Dr Maggie has a passion for the 
stars and keeps asking lots of 
curious questions, like how many 
stars are there in space? 
Annabelle

Dr James Africanus 
Beale Horton was 
proud of his 
heritage, which is 
why he added 
‘Africanus’ to his 
name! 
Ethan 

Even if you find reading hard you 
can still do other things.
Nylah

I will keep trying my best.
Mirha

Is there weather in space?
Oliver 

How does the sun shine all the 
way to earth from space?
MayaHow many planets are there?

Nyah

Dr Maggie was 
persistent and 
curious, but she was 
also resourceful 
and creative to 
achieve her goal 
and become an 
astronomer.
Lola 



This week, Years 3 and 4 loved learning about significant figures working in STEM subjects as part of 
Black History Month. They  learned all about Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, a London-born space scientist 
and mechanical engineer of Nigerian heritage.  The children discussed which of our Meridian Learning 
Muscles she used to gain a PhD, despite being told that she couldn’t be a scientist when she was at school 
because of her dyslexia!  Which do you think?

They also learnt about Dr James Africanus Beale Horton.  He was an incredible doctor, who was born in 
Sierra Leone.  Looking at different historical sources, they saw how Dr Horton celebrated his African 
heritage by adding ‘Africanus’ to his name.  Inspired by this, the children then designed their own 
banners depicting their names, alongside words and images that showed off their heritage and the things 
they are proud of about themselves! 

My decorative banner is celebrating my Jamaican heritage, which I 
am so proud of, just like Dr James Africanus Beale Horton. I’ve 
included food on my banner, because it is an important part of our 
cultural celebrations. For example, I included bun, which is 
something we eat at Easter. My auntie even makes some to take to 
church. 
Zoey

I was inspired by how Dr James Africanus Beale Horton 
added the name ‘Africanus’ to celebrate where he came 
from. I added a name like his to my banner to show that 
my family are from Pakistan, and I’m really proud of that. 
I also showed that I want to work in STEM, using maths 
to work for the police! 
Hafsa  

My banner shows something I am proud of - that my family 
come from Denmark and Portugal. I also wanted to 
celebrate that I like sports.
Bear

My banner shows that I am proud that I come from Ireland. 
It also shows that I love STEM subjects - I am really into 
computers, and technology!
Daniel 

We learned about Dr James 
Africanus Beale Horton, the 
first Sierra Leonean doctor 
in the British Army. We 
learned that he added 
‘Africanus’ to his name 
because he was so proud of 
his heritage. In my 
decorative banner, I added 
an illustration of Chichén 
Itzá  because I am proud of 
my Mexican heritage. 
Luan

Dr James Africanus Horton got a meteor named after him 
because of all of his work in medicine. His African heritage was 
very important to him and I feel that way about my heritage, so I 
showed this on my decorative banner. I have Hungarian and Indian 
heritage. 
Lily

Dr Maggie shows us that 
aspiration is important and 
believing in yourself. Even if 
you have learning differences, 
like dyslexia, you can achieve 
big things if you are 
persistent. 
Marlon



After learning about Dr James Africanus Beale Horton in assembly, Years 5 and 6 children were keen to 
find out more about the achievements of Black people in the world of Science.

They learnt about Dr Maggie Aderin-Pocock, an accomplished space engineer and educator. Children were 
surprised to find out that she had been told as a child that a career in Science would be too difficult for 
her because of her dyslexia.  Of course, this was not the case, and the children were impressed by some of 
her key achievements, including her contributions to the James Webb Space Telescope.

Inspired by the ‘Africanus Horton’ crater, children reflected on who they think deserves to be 
remembered, and dedicated a crater on Mars to somebody whose achievements they admired!

Novalee’s dedication

Maria’s dedication

Dr Maggie inspires people to have courage 
- she was told science was too hard for her 
and she ignored these comments and 
achieved so much in her field. 
Neva

I would dedicate a crater to Ernest 
Shackleton. Not only was he an 
amazing explorer who went to 
Antarctica,  he inspired many people 
to chase their dreams and to keep on 
going to where you are aiming in life. 
Margot

Jia’s dedication

Raif’s dedication

The achievements of Black people 
haven’t always been recognised. 
They deserve to be remembered 
so others can be inspired!
Nicola

We learnt about Desmond Tutu in 
RE. I think that he should be 
remembered because of his work 
against apartheid
Sean

I love looking at portraits or photos 
because I always think you can tell 
so much about someone from looking 
at them! In this portrait of Dr 
James Africanus Beale Horton, we 
can see a sword. Swords were only 
given to important people in the 
British Army.      Art







October Half Term Holiday Club

Robert Owen Nursery School

Monday 26 to Friday 30 October 2026

8am to 6pm

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Our next holiday club is coming soon: October Half Term: Monday 26 to Friday 30 October 2026 
from 8am to 6pm.  All children (including those who do not attend Robert Owen Nursery) are 
welcome to come, including Meridian Nursery and Reception.

This holiday club is entirely flexible to fit around your needs and wishes.  You can choose the timings 
of drop-off and pick-up and the days you wish.

We are based in Fir Tree classroom at Robert Owen.  Breakfast is provided in the morning (cereals, 
toast, fruit) and we ask that your child brings a packed lunch.  We provide a healthy snack of fresh 
fruit and vegetables in the afternoon.  We follow the structure of the Robert Owen day with inside 
and outside free play, storytime, and fun and engaging activities for the children including cooking, 
dancing, constructing and drawing as well as themed activities based around the time of year, such 
as water play during the summer.

We know very well that the quality of care of your 
children is paramount.  We have a very experienced 
team of nursery practitioners who look after the children 
and we ensure every child feels happy, is safe and has 
fun.  

Costs are on the right.  We accept all childcare 
Vouchers, tax-free childcare and bookings via Bright 
Horizons: Ofsted registration number 2885963.

At 3.30pm we bring the children across to Halstow 
Primary School on Halstow Road SE10 0LD where 
we then join up with the holiday club for primary school 
children.  We have our own building for our Robert 
Owen children and we love seeing them mix with 
children in Reception class and up playing on the equipment and enjoying the playground.  

Booking is available now for all three holiday clubs this year: October, Easter and August 2027.  If 
you would like to book your child in for holiday club, please create an account with Kids Club HQ 
here https://thehollytreeclub.kidsclubhq.co.uk/rdr?u=home and book the sessions you would like.  
For help with Kids Club please look here.

There is more information here and I am always at the end of the phone if you have any questions!

Thank you,

Holly Morgan

8am to 9am with breakfast £8.50

9am to 11.30am £22

11.30am to 12.30pm £8.50

12.30pm to 3.30pm £26

8am to 3.30pm

Extend 3.30pm to 5pm

Extend 3.30pm to 6pm

£65

+£13

+£21

https://us.list-manage.com/1CuWpxrpjgs?e=2a2b28cf92&c2id=db6e6a8778c64ee01417bb2bae522581
https://us.list-manage.com/f10By30RdnD?e=2a2b28cf92&c2id=db6e6a8778c64ee01417bb2bae522581
https://us.list-manage.com/HyVp2LCtvRw?e=2a2b28cf92&c2id=db6e6a8778c64ee01417bb2bae522581


Week beginning
19th October 

Wednesday 21st October Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm 

Thursday 22nd October Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

 Friday 23rd October Year 4  class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Half Term: Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October

Week beginning 
2nd November

Monday 2nd November Children return to school

Thursday 5th November Year 2 trip to Mudchute Farm

Friday 6th  November Year 3 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
9th November

Monday 9th November Year 2 trip to the Barbican

FROMs Astronomy Night 7:00-9:00

Wednesday 11th November Flu Vaccinations (2nd round)

Friday 13th November Children in Need - cake sale after school

Week beginning 
16th November

Tuesday 17th November Year 1 Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 2 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Wednesday 18th November Reception Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 3 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Thursday 19th November Nursery Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 6 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Friday 20th November Year 4 Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 5 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

 Year 3 trip to Deptford Creek

Week beginning 
23rd November

All week Enterprise Week for children

Friday 27th November Christmas Fair - after school

Week beginning 
30th November

Monday 30th November Year 4 Deptford Creek trip

Wednesday 2nd  December Christmas Dinner

Week beginning 
7th December

Tuesday 8th December EYFS/KS1 Theatre Trip to The Albany

Last Swimming lesson for the term

Friday 11th December Year 5 trip to the Barbican

Week beginning 
14th December

Wednesday 16th December Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 Christmas 
Performance (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
1:45pm

Thursday 17th December Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance (Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5, Year 6) 1:45pm

Friday 18th December Last day of term

Meridian Diary Dates Autumn Term











   Keeping Children Safe at Meridian 
              Information for parents/carers and visitors

All schools have a moral and statutory responsibility to safeguard and promote the 
welfare of all children.  At Meridian, we endeavour to provide a safe and welcoming 
environment where children and adults feel respected and valued; where children feel 

secure, are encouraged to talk, and are listened to.

We recognise that:
● Children cannot learn effectively unless they feel secure;
● All children have a right to be protected from harm;
● All staff, volunteers and governors have a key role in the prevention of harm and an 

equal responsibility to act on any suspicion or disclosure that may indicate a child is 
at risk of harm, either in the school or in the community.

Meridian will support children in their understanding of staying safe by:
● Ensuring children know that there are adults in the school whom they can talk to if 

they are worried;
● Promoting opportunities across the curriculum for children to develop the skills they 

need to keep themselves safe, including when using technology.

Within Greenwich schools, we maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’ where 
safeguarding is concerned, and promote a culture of openness where children and adults are 
able to talk and are listened to. 

Who should my child speak to if they have a concern?
Your child can speak to any trusted adult in school.  If the adult has a concern about the 
safety of the child, they will refer the matter to Jo (Executive Headteacher), Siobhan 
(Acting Head of School), Melissa (Assistant Head/ SENCo) or Jane W (Lead Teacher of the 
Deaf/ DSL). 

   
Jo                Siobhan               Melissa      

All schools also have a safeguarding link governor.  At Meridian this is Philippa Peto.

We acknowledge that working in partnership with other agencies protects children and 
reduces risk, and so we will engage in partnership working throughout the child protection 
process to safeguard children.  Whilst the school will work openly with parents and carers 
as far as possible, there may sometimes be occasions when we need to contact Children’s 
Social Care or the police without notifying parents if this is believed to be in the child’s 
best interests.  This is a legal obligation and not a personal decision; this decision will be 
made in partnership with Social Care.

Our full safeguarding policy is available to parents and carers via the school website or 
school office.  



https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/fostering-royal-greenwich/apply-be-foster-carer

