
Whole School Newsletter
Friday 16th October 2026

Dear Parents/Carers,

In their Leaver’s speech, a Meridian child once told us,
‘Learning never stops!’  This is a belief at the heart of our 
school, and one that our reflective teaching team embodies.  
That is why we are thrilled to announce some great news: 
Meridian has won the national PTI Primary Impact Award! 

This award celebrates excellence in primary leadership, recognising primary schools that put high-quality 
subject teaching at the heart of their classrooms.  The PTI (Professional Teaching Institute) provides 
professional development opportunities for teachers and leaders, allowing them to refresh, deepen and 
extend their own learning; empowering them to share this with other staff and make a difference to 
children.  Our winning journey began when teachers Sue and Joanna attended a PTI Art Day focussed on 
textiles.  Bringing their newfound expertise and confidence back to Meridian, their work during our Arts 
Festival helped to raise expectations, inspiring children and unlocking creative potential across the school.

Following an anonymised national selection process, Jo and Joanna’s case study about the Arts Festival was 
shortlisted alongside two other schools.  As part of the final judging, educational expert Dr Helen Clarke 
visited Meridian to view the children's Arts Exhibition and speak with staff and children - she was deeply 
impressed by what she saw and heard.  Indeed, at the awards ceremony, leading educational panel judge and 
Chair, Christine Counsell OBE, spoke about the way the children were able to ‘make profound connections 
with literary ideas’ and said: 

“Sometimes you get a school that is just determined to build its knowledge in a subject and really find the 
strength, depth, rigour and command of deep subject understanding.  That’s what Meridian Primary School 
has done with textiles… The approach to this school’s learning is a model of its kind…  The narrative from 

the children of how they’ve used colours, texture and weave to convey the emotions from the novel was just 
one example of the way in which they’ve benefited, not only artistically but way beyond the subject of Art.”

Jo was delighted to accept the award on behalf of the whole Meridian team this week.  Alongside national 
recognition, our school has been awarded £5,000 toward future learning projects and a year’s guardianship 
of a special trophy designed by Sophie Conran.  Congratulations to all our incredible children and staff for 
this well-deserved recognition!

Jo with Dr Christine Counsell OBE (Chair of 
the judging panel) and Dr Cat Scutt MBE (CEO 
of the PTI), accepting the PTI Primary Impact 
Award on behalf of all Meridian staff.

Some of the Meridian staff and children who represented our 
school and met with Dr Helen Clarke - a PTI judge - recently.

‘It is a pleasure 
to recognise this 
commitment to 
high-quality 
subject teaching, 
and the ambition 
to give every 
child an inspiring 
learning 
experience.’

Dr Cat Shutt, 
MBE, CEO of the 
PTI

https://www.ptieducation.org/


In other news…  Jeff introduced the second week of our Black History Month celebrations with an 
assembly about two Black Britons who have been very influential in the world of publishing.  Margaret 
Busby, CBE, is a Ghanaian-born publisher, editor, writer and broadcaster.  She was Britain's youngest 
publisher as well as the first Black female book publisher in the UK.  She provided a platform for Black 
writers, especially women.  Edward Enninful is a Ghanaian-born British editor and stylist who was 
Editor-in-Chief of the influential style magazine British Vogue.  He was also a trailblazer, ensuring that, 
under his editorship, British Vogue was more inclusive and gave a wider representation of people in our 
society.  Do read all about the children’s learning below.

Year 1 and Year 2 also continued their Geography learning, taking a trip down the Thames to see some 
famous London landmarks - see pages 7 and 8.  Following on from a successful Year 6 assembly last week, 
Year 5 led their assembly this week.  Both classes talked knowledgeably about Geography learning, including 
the Prime Meridian Line and Shackleton’s journey, before performing a song!  Well done, Year 6 and Year 5!

And finally…  
● A reminder that it is Parents’ Evening on Wednesday 21st and Thursday 22nd October.  If you need 

support in booking an appointment, please speak to Siobhan or the school office.
● Our new menus are on pages 9 and 10.
● Thank you to those parents/carers who attended our consultation on our new RSHE policy and 

curriculum.  Curriculum overviews, which include new objectives have been emailed to all 
parents/carers.  Our new policy can be found on the school website.  The slides from the 
consultation meetings can be found here:RSHE Consultation Meeting  If you have any questions, 
please talk to Amy Thomas, our RSHE Lead who can be contacted via the school office, or talk to 
Siobhan.

Best wishes,
Jo and Siobhan

Jo Graham, Executive Headteacher and 
Siobhan Stanczyk, Acting Head of School

Bea’s manifesto - one 
outcome of BHM 
learning in Key Stage 2

https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Commander_of_the_Order_of_the_British_Empire
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Ghanaians
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Editing
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Editor-in-chief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/Editor-in-chief
https://en.wikipedia.org/wiki/British_Vogue
https://www.meridian.greenwich.sch.uk/docs/Curriculum/PSHE_Parent_Consultation.pdf


What have our children been learning about in the second 
week of Black History Month? 

Her cello is like a 
guitar. 
Arlo

It makes me want 
to clap.
Alexandra

Samuel played his music first and Chi Chi 
plays music today. 
Kostie

Chi Chi’s music is so nice. I feel sleepy 
now. 
Mia C

Samuel writes the music and 
Chi Chi plays music. 
Chaya

I like watching 
the conductor. He 
is telling them 
what to do. 
Rola 

Building on their learning from last week about a Black British composer from 
the past, Samuel Coleridge-Taylor, Nursery and Reception were introduced 
to Chi-chi Nwanoku, a current Black musician of Nigerian and Irish heritage.  
They learned that she had achieved something amazing by founding Europe’s 
first majority Black and ethnically diverse orchestra.  The children were 
excited to learn about what an orchestra is and how it works and really 
enjoyed listening and responding to orchestral music.  After comparing 
photographs and videos of Chi-chi’s orchestra Chineke! and the London 
Philharmonic Orchestra, the children imagined they were musicians and are 
looking forward to composing their very own musical masterpieces soon!  
To support the children in understanding more about West African heritage 
and the positive journeys families take to live in London, they welcomed a 
special visitor: Jo's partner, Pierre.  He spoke to them about what it was like 
growing up in Côte d’Ivoire in West Africa. The children were excited to hear 
he had a pet monkey and a deer! Pierre shared some of the music he liked 
listening to - both classical and African - and taught them a dance move!

Chi Chi helped lots of Black 
musicians play their 
instruments together. 
Rose 

I want a monkey (like Pierre). 
Etnik

I want to move to 
the music. 
Maria

The people in Chi-chi’s 
orchestra are Black. 
Judy 

My friend has a violin 
and a piano. 
Mimi



Year 1 and Year 2 found out about Margaret Busby and Edward Enninful this week.  The children learnt 
that publishers and editors have the important job of choosing stories and photos, and making books and 
magazines so that what people have written can be shared.  They discovered that Margaret Busby was the 
first Black female book publisher in the UK and that she published the work of Black writers.  They also 
learnt how Edward Enninful became the first Black Editor-in-Chief of British Vogue and how he wanted to 
share and show ordinary people in the magazine, like nurses and supermarket assistans, who might not have 
been celebrated before!  He also believed that people of different ages and from different parts of the 
should be celebrated.  The children designed their own magazine front covers to celebrate the people who 
are important to them, such as those in their families.

Oskar’s magazine 
cover

Edward put 
important people 
on the front of 
magazines. 
Royalty

A publisher is 
someone who 
creates books.
Mikel

My mum should be 
on the front of a 
magazine because 
she loves me and 
looks after me.
Hana 

Alexandra’s magazine cover 
featuring her sister Yianna.

Yasaa’s magazine cover 

Oskar’s magazine 
cover

Do children get to be on the front cover of 
Vogue? 
Marley 

I want to be a 
magazine editor 
too when I grow 
up because I 
want to learn 
how magazines 
are made. 
Yasaa 

Below - Ethan’s 
magazine cover

I went to Ghana, where Margaret 
and Edward are from when I was a 
baby because my dad’s family is 
from there. 
Shanti 



Year 3 and Year 4 were very curious when learning about Margaret Busby and Edward Enninful.  They 
learnt that publishers have the important job of making sure that people’s voices are heard, and how 
Margaret set up her own publishing company so that she could make sure the voices of Black people were 
represented.  They also learnt that Edward Enninful set out to expand people’s ideas of beauty when he 
became the editor of British Vogue.  They created a timeline of British Vogue covers, and saw how 
successful Edward was in his mission to widen representation.

I think the Vogue covers where 
the people have lots of make 
up and jewellery are the 
earliest because this was 
before Edward Enninful 
became editor.
Dola The newer covers don’t have 

famous people on the front. 
They look just like people you’d 
see every day! 
Matin

UK Vogue was first 
published in 1916 and the 
first front page Black 
model wasn’t until 1966.
Jessica

The newer Vogue covers 
show people from all 
types of cultures and 
backgrounds.
Eva

I think the colourful covers are 
new!
Miray

I think magazines are 
better when they include all 
different kinds of people. 
Marlon



Year 5 and Year 6 were very interested to find out about the past achievements of publisher Margaret 
Busby, and magazine editor Edward Enninful.  They discussed the position of power that these roles hold, 
in that they can act as gatekeepers who decide whose voices are shared more widely, and who is seen.  
They put together a picture of the positive progress that has been made over the course of history by 
looking at the covers of British Vogue over time.  In role as editors of a new magazine, they wrote their 
own Editor’s Manifesto to set out their visions of who should be seen and heard.

Lana’s manifesto

In the 1960s, there was a 
myth that there wasn't a 
market for Black literature, 
which means that they 
thought books by Black 
authors wouldn’t sell. 
Margaret Busby disproved 
this as lots of the books she 
published were very 
successful!
Blaise

British Vogue first 
featured a Black model on 
the front cover in the 
1960s. I thought it was 
interesting that she was 
covering lots of her face 
with her hand. I know we 
can’t be certain of this, 
but maybe the editor 
didn’t feel completely 
confident about having 
her on the cover.
Sophia

Above - Sebastian’s 
manifesto

Above - Alessa’s 
manifesto

For a long time, editors have 
picked models, actors and 
singers (especially white 
celebrities) to model in their 
fashion magazines. Following in 
the footsteps of Edward 
Enninful, The London Voice is 
changing this…
Extract from Amelia’s 
manifesto

When Edward Enninful says 
magazines pushed narrow 
beauty standards, I think 
this means that they only 
showed one type of beauty 
or one type of person. 
Wide beauty standards 
would show lots of 
different people. 
Toma

Margaret Busby pushed 
against racist publishers who 
refused to publish Black 
authors by setting up her own 
independent publishing press! 
Robita



Year 1 learned a lot about 
London landmarks on their 

Thames Clipper Trip.  Which 
landmarks can you spot?



Year 2 hopped aboard the 
Thames Clipper and returned on 
the train, spotting many London 
landmarks on their way. Which 

is your favourite London 
landmark? 







October Half Term Holiday Club

Robert Owen Nursery School

Monday 26 to Friday 30 October 2026

8am to 6pm

Dear Parents/Carers, 

Our next holiday club is coming soon: October Half Term: Monday 26 to Friday 30 October 2026 
from 8am to 6pm.  All children (including those who do not attend Robert Owen Nursery) are 
welcome to come, including Meridian Nursery and Reception.

This holiday club is entirely flexible to fit around your needs and wishes.  You can choose the timings 
of drop-off and pick-up and the days you wish.

We are based in Fir Tree classroom at Robert Owen.  Breakfast is provided in the morning (cereals, 
toast, fruit) and we ask that your child brings a packed lunch.  We provide a healthy snack of fresh 
fruit and vegetables in the afternoon.  We follow the structure of the Robert Owen day with inside 
and outside free play, storytime, and fun and engaging activities for the children including cooking, 
dancing, constructing and drawing as well as themed activities based around the time of year, such 
as water play during the summer.

We know very well that the quality of care of your 
children is paramount.  We have a very experienced 
team of nursery practitioners who look after the children 
and we ensure every child feels happy, is safe and has 
fun.  

Costs are on the right.  We accept all childcare 
Vouchers, tax-free childcare and bookings via Bright 
Horizons: Ofsted registration number 2885963.

At 3.30pm we bring the children across to Halstow 
Primary School on Halstow Road SE10 0LD where 
we then join up with the holiday club for primary school 
children.  We have our own building for our Robert 
Owen children and we love seeing them mix with 
children in Reception class and up playing on the equipment and enjoying the playground.  

Booking is available now for all three holiday clubs this year: October, Easter and August 2027.  If 
you would like to book your child in for holiday club, please create an account with Kids Club HQ 
here https://thehollytreeclub.kidsclubhq.co.uk/rdr?u=home and book the sessions you would like.  
For help with Kids Club please look here.

There is more information here and I am always at the end of the phone if you have any questions!

Thank you,

Holly Morgan

8am to 9am with breakfast £8.50

9am to 11.30am £22

11.30am to 12.30pm £8.50

12.30pm to 3.30pm £26

8am to 3.30pm

Extend 3.30pm to 5pm

Extend 3.30pm to 6pm

£65

+£13

+£21

https://us.list-manage.com/1CuWpxrpjgs?e=2a2b28cf92&c2id=db6e6a8778c64ee01417bb2bae522581
https://us.list-manage.com/f10By30RdnD?e=2a2b28cf92&c2id=db6e6a8778c64ee01417bb2bae522581
https://us.list-manage.com/HyVp2LCtvRw?e=2a2b28cf92&c2id=db6e6a8778c64ee01417bb2bae522581


Week beginning
19th October 

Wednesday 21st October Parents’ Evenings for all classes 3:30-5:30pm 

Thursday 22nd October Parents’ Evenings for all classes 5:00-7:30pm

 Friday 23rd October Year 4  class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Half Term: Monday 26th October to Friday 30th October

Week beginning 
2nd November

Monday 2nd November Children return to school

Thursday 5th November Year 2 trip to Mudchute Farm

Friday 6th  November Year 3 class assembly 9:30-10:00am

Week beginning 
9th November

Monday 9th November Year 2 trip to the Barbican

FROMs Astronomy Night 6:30-8:30

Wednesday 11th November Flu Vaccinations (2nd round)

Friday 13th November Children in Need - cake sale after school

Week beginning 
16th November

Tuesday 17th November Year 1 Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 2 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Wednesday 18th November Reception Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 3 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Thursday 19th November Nursery Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 6 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

Friday 20th November Year 4 Curriculum Open Morning 9:00am
Year 5 Curriculum Open Morning 9:25am

 Year 3 trip to Deptford Creek

Week beginning 
23rd November

All week Enterprise Week for children

Friday 27th November Christmas Fair - after school

Week beginning 
30th November

Monday 30th November Year 4 Deptford Creek trip

Wednesday 2nd  December Christmas Dinner

Week beginning 
7th December

Tuesday 8th December EYFS/KS1 Theatre Trip to The Albany

Last Swimming lesson for the term

Friday 11th December Year 5 trip to the Barbican

Week beginning 
14th December

Wednesday 16th December Foundation Stage and Key Stage 1 Christmas 
Performance (Nursery, Reception, Year 1 and Year 2) 
1:45pm

Thursday 17th December Key Stage 2 Christmas Performance (Year 3, Year 4, 
Year 5, Year 6) 1:45pm

Friday 18th December Last day of term

Meridian Diary Dates Autumn Term







   Keeping Children Safe at Meridian 
              Information for parents/carers and visitors

All schools have a moral and statutory responsibility to safeguard and promote the 
welfare of all children.  At Meridian, we endeavour to provide a safe and welcoming 
environment where children and adults feel respected and valued; where children feel 

secure, are encouraged to talk, and are listened to.

We recognise that:
● Children cannot learn effectively unless they feel secure;
● All children have a right to be protected from harm;
● All staff, volunteers and governors have a key role in the prevention of harm and an 

equal responsibility to act on any suspicion or disclosure that may indicate a child is 
at risk of harm, either in the school or in the community.

Meridian will support children in their understanding of staying safe by:
● Ensuring children know that there are adults in the school whom they can talk to if 

they are worried;
● Promoting opportunities across the curriculum for children to develop the skills they 

need to keep themselves safe, including when using technology.

Within Greenwich schools, we maintain an attitude of ‘it could happen here’ where 
safeguarding is concerned, and promote a culture of openness where children and adults are 
able to talk and are listened to. 

Who should my child speak to if they have a concern?
Your child can speak to any trusted adult in school.  If the adult has a concern about the 
safety of the child, they will refer the matter to Jo (Executive Headteacher), Siobhan 
(Acting Head of School), Melissa (Assistant Head/ SENCo) or Jane W (Lead Teacher of the 
Deaf/ DSL). 

   
Jo                Siobhan               Melissa      

All schools also have a safeguarding link governor.  At Meridian this is Philippa Peto.

We acknowledge that working in partnership with other agencies protects children and 
reduces risk, and so we will engage in partnership working throughout the child protection 
process to safeguard children.  Whilst the school will work openly with parents and carers 
as far as possible, there may sometimes be occasions when we need to contact Children’s 
Social Care or the police without notifying parents if this is believed to be in the child’s 
best interests.  This is a legal obligation and not a personal decision; this decision will be 
made in partnership with Social Care.

Our full safeguarding policy is available to parents and carers via the school website or 
school office.  



https://www.royalgreenwich.gov.uk/children-young-people-and-families/fostering-royal-greenwich/apply-be-foster-carer

